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The fresh air and face of spring is firing up people everywhere.
All throughout the winter, you’ve been thinking about those projects,
large and small, and now it’s time to start tackling them. This month,
The Journal is happy to share our Home Improvement Guide. In these
pages, you’ll meet all kinds of professionals who can help you whittle
down your lists and make your living spaces the best they’ve ever
been. Go ahead – seize the day, and start the projects you’ve been
waiting to jump on. Happy home improvement! Here’s hoping your
projects go smoothly and bring you great joy.
BY LORI DRAZ

Central Jersey Pools

Betsy O’Connor, Heritage House
Sotheby's International Realty
23 West River Rd. in Rumson
Cell: 917-680-3335, Office: 732-842-8100,
Fax: 732-842-8393
HeritageHouseSothebysRealty.com,
email Betsy.oconnor@sothebysrealty.com

Buying or selling your home can be so much easier and more
profitable when you work with a seasoned professional, like Betsy
O’Connor.
“I offer exemplary service to real estate buyers and sellers in
central Monmouth County,” she said. “I specialize in single-family residential, multi-family, commercial, new construction, rental, historic, retirement, waterfront, luxury and vacation properties, as well as land and
acreage. I am happy to share my knowledge, experience, and advice
with care and a smile.”
Betsy O’Connor is a Certified Staging Expert and a 2020 NJ REALTORS® Circle of Excellence Sales Award® Recipient.
“Gary Player said, ‘The harder you work, the luckier you get.’ I’m
all about working hard for my clients,” O’Connor said. “My extensive
knowledge of the real estate market, commitment to my clients, expert
negotiation skills and attention to detail, as well as my home staging
expertise, continuously bring a successful conclusion to each sale and
purchase. Each of my clients receives the highest level of commitment!”
Make your big move as easy and profitable as possible. Call Betsy
O’Connor for a consultation today.
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4235 Route 9 North in Freehold
Call or text 732-702-5664
CentralJerseyPools.com, email info@
centraljerseypools.com
Open Monday through Friday 10 am
to 6 pm, Thursday 10 am to 7 pm,
Saturday 10 am to 5 pm and Sunday
11 am to 4 pm
For more than 63 years, Central Jersey Pools has offered exceptional
products and service with a smile for residential pool owners. This family-owned and operated company has been a can't-miss destination for
homeowners looking to install or maintain above-ground and in-ground
pools. New Jersey residents have come to rely on Central Jersey Pools’
excellent reputation for only using the best materials from professional,
reputable suppliers and manufacturers – and the results speak for themselves. Let Central Jersey Pools give you the backyard you've always
dreamed of having.
Central Jersey Pools has in-ground pools, above-ground pools, hot
tubs and outdoor kitchens, and you can see them all in their Freehold
showroom, just a mile north of the Freehold Raceway Mall. See for yourself why Central Jersey Pools is the right choice for you. They also offer you
private appointments and showings.
continued on page 44
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1 NORTH MALL DRIVE
OCEAN, NJ
In Seaview next to Goodwill

732-898-0650

homestoreoutletsnj.com

Mon–Sat 10am–6pm & Sunday 11am–5pm
 @homestoreoutlets  homestore_outlets

,

Betsy O’Connor
Realtor® Associate

C: 917.680.3335 | O: 732.842.8100
Betsy.oconnor@sothebysrealty.com
heritagehousesothebysrealty.com
1 West River Road, Rumson

Coastal Refrigeration Corp.

1016 State Route 33, Building B, Suite 3 in Freehold
Phone: 732-222-3828, Fax: 732-222-4772
NJRefrigeration.com, email coastalrefrigeration@msn.com
Open Monday through Friday 8 am to 5 pm and
always available for their clients
Master HVACR License #19HC00318900
HIC Registration #13VH03853000
When it comes to heating, ventilation and air conditioning services,
there’s nothing that Coastal Refrigeration Corp. can’t help you with!
Coastal Refrigeration Corp. is a trusted name for commercial/residential
heating, air conditioning, commercial refrigeration, indoor air quality, system
design and custom installations. They’ve been your trusted HVAC Service Provider since 2004 and are licensed and insured for your peace of mind.
The customer always comes first; that’s why they’ve developed the
USSA Loyalty Program (Ultimate Savings Service Agreement) Maintenance
Plan, which includes two home HVAC system maintenance and safety inspections, a 15 percent discount on all repairs and accessories, plus priority
service and no overtime charges.
Act now before the weather gets really warm, and get a free estimate on
system installations, plus 0 percent financing.

Dirt & Turf

113 Colonial Dr. in Tinton Falls
732-673-9061
DirtAndTurf.com, email
expert@dirtandturf.com
Open Monday through Friday 8 am to 4 pm
Pesticide applicator business license #99919A
Dirt & Turf is a family-owned company, specializing in lawn care. They
will give your lawn customized care using lawn fertilization and weed control
and a specialty program based off results from Rutgers Soil Testing Laboratory
services that targets exactly what your yard needs. Then to make every min-
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ute outdoors a pleasure, Dirt & Turf can provide natural insect control
for mosquitoes, ticks and fleas. All you have to do is sit back, relax and
watch your yard transform.
Dirt & Turf’s goal is to establish a healthy, thick lawn economically,
without sacrificing quality. They have received two annual awards from
Home Advisor for top-rated service, four annual awards from Angie’s
List for super service, an A+ rating from Better Business Bureau, and
they are highly rated on Google.
One of their most popular programs is the combination of
core aeration, seed and starter fertilizer. It’s the single most beneficial
service for existing lawns and establishing new lawns as well. Before
you know it, a lawn in poor condition can look like sod! This service
is recommended in the months of August, September and October,
so book early.
Visit their website and click “free estimate.” Then measure your
property with your finger/mouse and get an instant quote; you can
even get extra savings when you pre-pay! You are also welcome to
talk to their friendly office staff, who can help get you pricing quickly.
Customers also get free, unlimited service calls. Additionally, Dirt &
Turf is proud to support the work of Direct Relief as they help families
around the globe. $10 will be donated for every referral, including
GET $50/GIVE $50!

Flash Security
Integrators, Inc.
866-997-7757
FlashSecurityInc.com, email
info@flashsecuritytek.com
Open Monday through
Saturday 8 am to 6 pm

Flash Security Integrators works to make sure families and
businesses have the proper tools to manage their security efficiently at anytime from anywhere. Their professional team will help you
design your security system, provide the proper training so you understand your system and also centrally monitor for your overall safety
– 24/7, 365.
Owners Michael Laterza and Nathan Cabral have more than 15
years of experience installing burglar and fire alarms, access control
and surveillance systems throughout the tristate area, and they started
Flash Security Integrators Inc. to share that experience with you.
Flash offers a wide range of security and surveillance solutions,
fire alarm, access control, locksmith needs, as well as smart home audio/video and lighting automation systems.
You can have peace of mind direct from your smart phone or tablet with their state-of-the-art Flash Security app. Within the app, you
can arm and disarm your alarm, view your surveillance system, turn
lights on and off, set your thermostat, see doorbell notifications, unlock doors and more.
Whatever your needs are, the Flash Security Team is happy to give
you a free estimate and free monitoring for your first three months.

continued on page 46
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Hawthorne

I N T E G R AT I O N S E R V I C E S L L C

(800) 690-9791

www.hawthorne-is.com

DESIGN · PROGRAM · INSTALL · SET UP

SMART HOME & AUDIO/VIDEO SYSTEMS
Call us for a free consultation to understand your home automation
needs, then recommend solutions that fit your budget and lifestyle.

Global Home Improvement
888-234-2929
GlobalHomeInc.com, email info@ghi.company
Open Monday through Friday 9 am to 5 pm

At Global Home Improvement (GHI), they believe in offering customers
better products with better value. Upgrading your home is a big decision, so do
it right the first time with the lifetime home remodeling solution offered by the
professional team of contractors, craftsmen and installers of GHI. They are ready
to give you results you’ll be proud of, using a wide variety of premium roofing
and exterior remodeling services paired with the best products the industry has
to offer. From James Hardie siding to Infinity Windows from Marvin, all of their
products are guaranteed to transform your home into a safe and beautiful space.
But great products are just the start. At Global Home Improvement, they
believe the product you choose is only as good as the installation, which is
why they offer a lifetime labor guarantee on all their lifetime exterior remodeling solutions.
You deserve to learn about all your options, and so GHI invites you to take
advantage of their No-Hassle estimates and two-year interest-free financing.
Visit their website to see a variety of before and after photographs and
read the testimonials from their many satisfied customers.
Get the industry's best solutions for your exterior renovation needs. Contact Global Home Improvement today to learn more.

Gold Medal Service

45 Park Rd. in Tinton Falls
732-607-4756
GoldMedalService.com
Open 24/7
NJ Plumbing License #12777, NJ Electrical
License #18342, NJ HVAC License #1694
For the whole Gold Medal Service team, homeowner comfort is priority
No. 1. Now open in Monmouth and Ocean counties, more New Jersey neighborhoods trust Gold Medal for top-rated air conditioning, heating, plumbing,
electrical and indoor air quality services.
Since 1994, Gold Medal has made every customer a top priority. That’s
why Gold Medal proudly offers same-day service, plus 24/7 availability includ46
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ing nights, weekends and holidays. And when it comes to replacing old,
inefficient home heating and cooling systems, Gold Medal goes above
and beyond to deliver industry-leading products, outstanding warranties, and installation as soon as the next day! Keeping comfort and convenience in mind, Gold Medal also partners with reputable lenders for easy,
convenient financing options.
This clear dedication to customer satisfaction has earned Gold Medal Service a host of awards. Locally, Courier News readers voted Gold
Medal “Best of the Best in Central New Jersey National site Angie’s List
has presented Gold Medal with multiple Super Awards for electrical work,
gas leak repair, HVAC services, plumbing, drain cleaning, sewer cleaning,
and water heater repair. Home Advisor recently listed Gold Medal as a
top-rated company, while Contractor Magazine awarded the business its
coveted Contractor of the Month and Year.
Gold Medal Service’s Total Care Club offers homeowners exclusive
perks to ensure that their New Jersey plumbing, HVAC, and electrical
systems are functioning properly throughout the year. The company is a
Better Business Bureau Accredited Business with an A+ BBB rating.
“At Gold Medal Service, we have generations of experience providing industry-leading HVAC, electrical, and plumbing services throughout
New Jersey. We’re proud to have served more than 100,000 customers
and counting, keeping homeowners safe and comfortable. When you
choose Gold Medal Service as your contractor, you’re making the smart
choice for all of your heating, cooling, plumbing, and electrical needs.”

Hawthorne

I N T E G R AT I O N S E R V I C E S L L C

(800) 690-9791

www.hawthorne-is.com

Hawthorne Integration Services LLC

800-690-9791
Hawthorne-is.com, email dave@hawthorne-is.com
Open Monday through Friday 9 am to 7 pm and Saturday
10 am to 3 pm. Other times by appointment.

“Smart Homes for a Smart World.” That’s the specialty of Hawthorne
Integration Services LLC. Today’s modern homes can do just about anything, provided everything is connected. You can live in a house where
streaming is seamless, music fills the home via a surround sound system, and family movie nights in your home theater are even better than
the big movie houses. Hawthorne Integration Services LLC can connect
all of your smart devices so you can enjoy the perks of modern living.
Smart Home devices and control systems; unified remote controls and
processors; home networks and Wi-Fi; Lutron lighting controls; wholehouse audio, televisions and home theaters; video doorbells and smart
thermostats all come together to give you complete, customized control
with the touch of a button.
Technology changes all the time, so working with a team that has
home electronics experience is key. Hawthorne Integration Services has
more than 30 years of experience in home electronics, and they offer
services at reasonable rates.
Hawthorne Integration Services is an authorized RTI, Lutron, Sony,
Samsung, Denon, Marantz and Eero reseller. Job estimates are free.
Get the most out of your home and your life, without pulling out your
hair to do it. Call Hawthorne Integration Services for your free estimate.
continued on page 48

Enjoy Spring Together

FREE IN-STORE,
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VIRTUAL
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HUGE SELECTION OF WEBER GRILLS
FREE LOCAL DELIVERY
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LAWRENCEVILLE

first-hand knowledge of the many towns and unique neighborhoods.
You get two sisters, two agents for the price of one! As local moms,
they have had many years of supporting the local schools, sports teams
and fundraisers. As residents of Monmouth County, they have a wide
range of professional and personal connections. Sherry and Jen know
the real estate market inside and out and are the perfect team to be
your trusted real estate guides.
The spring market is here. With inventory so low, if you are thinking of selling, now is the time. If you want to get the most money for
your home, don't miss this market! Call Sherry and Jen today for a free
market analysis. They will give you valuable tips to get market-ready.
They work with the best photographers, home inspectors and attorneys
to get the job done!

Homestore Outlets

1 North Mall Dr. in Ocean (in the Seaview Square
Shopping Center, next to Goodwill)
732-898-0650
HomestoreOutletsNJ.com
Open Monday through Saturday 10 am to 6 pm,
Sunday from 11 am to 5 pm
Experience the new way to shop for furniture at Homestore Outlets, the
No. 1 furniture outlet in the tri-state area. With savings up to 70 percent off
retail prices, you're guaranteed to find amazing deals on furniture, mattresses, accent pieces and more. They have a 50,000-square-foot warehouse full
of closeouts, designer samples and overstock pieces all at incredible prices.
Their buyers verify their prices against the major retailers to make sure you
get the lowest price on every piece. With new arrivals daily, you will find
just what you need for any room in your home. They sell for less because
they buy for less! It’s that simple – not paying retail prices for your bedroom,
dining room, living room and mattresses.
They also offer great design advice. Homestore Outlets’ consultants are
trained in room design to make sure your space looks amazing. They even
do complete homes, which includes full design packages for every room in
your house. Best of all – the more you buy, the more you save.
Homestore Outlets is not a fancy showroom; they keep their operating
costs low so that they can pass 100 percent of the savings directly to you. All
pieces are in stock and ready for you to take home that day. Financing with 0
percent interest and quick delivery are also available.
Check out the incredible selection and styles at Homestore Outlets today, and see how much you’ll save.

Jennifer Jamin, Fox
& Roach Realtors

110 Avenue of Two Rivers in Rumson
Office: 732-530-2800,
Cell: 347-452-0305
JenniferJamin.FoxRoach.com
With more than 20 years in the real estate business and local to this
area, sisters Sherry Gross and Jennifer Jamin, of Fox & Roach Realtors, have
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Kohler Signature Store by General
Plumbing Supply
158 Route 35 North in Eatontown
732-210-3600
KohlerNJ.com, email kssjs@generalplumbingsupply.net
Open Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 9 am to
6 pm; Thursday 9 am to 8 pm; Saturday 9 am to 5 pm;
and Sunday 11 am to 5 pm

The Kohler Signature Store by General Plumbing Supply is unlike
any other experience. It offers an innovative showroom and a merchandise mix that lets you indulge in the Kohler brands, including Kallista,
Robern, Ann Sacks tile and stone; Kohler custom vanities; and Kohler
lighting, as well as kitchen cabinetry by StarMark. You’ll see a series of
vignettes, inspiration areas, a tile presentation area, and a fully functional display of showers and faucets that allow you to have a handson, interactive experience.
Their showroom consultants share their kitchen and bathroom
design expertise by offering inspiration and project assistance as you
build your dream space. Whether you’re casually browsing or searching for something specific, stop by the Kohler Signature Store for a
truly remarkable experience encompassing thoughtful design and
impeccable customer service.
This Kohler Signature Store is brought to you by General Plumbing
Supply (GPS) with more than 100 years, four generations of family, and
19 locations in New Jersey and New York. And because they are also a
major supplier – delivering the details to contractors throughout the
East Coast since 1910 – Kohler’s inhouse experts can help with even
the most challenging projects.
Consultations with The Kohler Signature Store by General Plumbing Supply are complimentary and currently by appointment only.
continued on page 49

KOPA Custom Drapes
145 Heckel St. in Belleville
973-751-1545
KOPADrapes.com, email
kopa@kopadrapes.com and
Instagram.com/kopadrapes

KOPA Drapes is a company with a purpose and an idea: the
idea that beauty and sustainability go together. The KOPA team
handcrafts and installs sustainable custom drapes and shades. The
company offers complimentary at-home design consultation and measurement service.
What makes KOPA Drapes different? The company focus is on natural and eco-friendly fabrics, made with the highest quality raw materials, woven by the best weavers in the world. Their linen is imported
from France, sustainable cotton fabric from Spain and silk from India.
Custom drapes and shades are made locally, in Belleville.
The KOPA team aims to change the way of producing and consuming home fashion products – putting quality before quantity, putting
long-lasting before disposable.
Among the products made by KOPA Drapes are custom drapes,
sheers, blackout curtains, roman shades, woven wood shades, cornices, valances, pillows and more. The workroom has been in business
since 1957. The quality of the products and installation is backed by a
lifetime warranty.
Give KOPA Drapes a call for a complimentary design consultation.

Point Beach Interiors

649 Arnold Ave. in Point Pleasant Beach
732-295-9243
Email pointbeachinteriors@gmail.com
Open every day 11 am to 4 pm
Point Beach Interiors, making your house a home since 1987.
Family-owned and operated, Point Beach Interiors has been
serving all of New Jersey, Staten Island and Bucks County, Pennsylvania since 1987. The professional sales staff at Point Beach Interiors
will help you coordinate your dream rooms with a free, in-store
design service.
As if you don't need another excuse to visit beautiful Point Pleasant, Point Beach Interiors is a feast for the eyes. Whether you're shopping for one room or a whole house, choose from hundreds of frames,
thousands of fabrics and multiple finish options on a variety of solid
woods such as maple, oak, cherry, pine, and genuine reclaimed woods.
The staff prides themselves on carrying American manufacturers and
quality products. They have it all: custom furniture, bars, counter stools,
dining sets, hutches, media consoles, couches, sectionals, home office
furniture, and to top everything off, a huge selection of accessories and
home decor accents! Don't see it in the showroom? They will find it
for you from their vendors and order exactly what you want and deliver
it to your door!

"Jackie and Paul provide an incredible level of service to design, delivery and follow up. It is obvious they have been doing this for years and have
a great level of expertise in knowing what you are looking for before you
even know what you are looking for," said one of many happy customers.

Premier Enterprises LLC
t/a Premier Roofing
732-244-8588
Prssite.com
Open 24/7

Repairing or replacing a roof is one of the biggest jobs any home or
business owner can face, which makes doing it right very important.
Premier Roofing has more than 40 years of hands-on experience in the
roofing industry. From roof installation to repair and replacement, the team
has the knowledge and experience to take care of your roofing needs. Premier performs a thorough inspection to quickly identify trouble spots and
recommend innovative solutions. The goal is not just to correct the issue
but to prevent it from resurfacing in the future.
continued on page 50

www.pointbeachinteriorsnj.com
649 Arnold Ave, Point Pleasant Beach, NJ 08742

Making your house a home since 1987
732-295-9243
FREE delivery in NJ, Staten Island and Bucks County, PA
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Get the Service You Need!

SECURITY & SURVEILLANCE SYSTEMS
AUDIO VIDEO SMART HOME INTEGRATION
& OUTDOOR AV SOLUTIONS

SCHEDULE YOUR

FREE CONSULTATION
TODAY

Flash was founded with the purpose to give every
customer the best support and customer service.

When it comes to Heating, Ventilation & Air Conditioning Services,
there's nothing that COASTAL REFRIGERATION can't help you with!

866-997-7757

Residential & Commercial · Service & Installation
Serving Monmouth and Ocean County for Over 14 Years

1016 State Route 33 · Bldg. B, Ste. 3 · Freehold, NJ 07728

732-222-3828 · NJRefrigeration.com

Master HVACR Lic# 19HC003I8900

· HIC Reg# 13VH038530000

Premier Roofing maintains a high standard of quality and uses America’s best materials, including names like Versico, Carlisle, GAF, Owens Corning, IKO and Drexel.
The employees receive continual training on the latest products and
techniques, so you will get the best finished project. They have won numerous awards for excellence, including NCRA, NERCA, NJBIA, EANJ, Carlisle,
Versico Firestone and GAF.
They are fully licensed and insured New Jersey commercial and residential roofing contractors.
“Our mission is to serve New Jersey’s industrial, commercial and residential communities with quality roofing products, uncompromising craftsmanship and excellent customer service. We work with dedication and integrity, always striving to be the leaders in the roofing industry.”

Roto Rooter Sewer and Drain

3300 Shafto Rd., Suite B in Tinton Falls
732-671-1838
RotoRooter-kkd.com, email contact@rotorooter-kkd.com
Open 24/7, 365 days a year
This family-owned and operated Roto Rooter franchise has been helping residential and commercial customers since 1981. No job is too big or
small, and you’ll get fast, efficient service. Owners Doug, a Marine veteran,
and David Deigert are proud that their whole staff lives and works right
here in Monmouth County. Working as a family, they understand what families go through and why you need to have your repairs done quickly and
right the first time.
Roto Rooter Plumbing and Drain Services of Monmouth County offers
plumbing repairs and installations, clogged drains service, septic pumping,
repairs and installation and water heater replacements, sump pumps, hydro jetting, drainage issue and dumpsters, to name a few of the services.
Plus, they offer financing at 0 percent interest for 18 months.

RESIDENTAL & COMMERCIAL

*FREE ESTIMATES

Monday–Saturday 8am–6pm
www.FlashSecurityInc.com
info@flashsecuritytek.com

*FIRST 3 MONTHS FREE MONITORING

Ryser’s Landscape & Supply

145 White Rd. in Little Silver
732-741-8338,
RysersLandscapeSupply.com
Open Monday through Friday 7:30 am to 4:30 pm,
Saturday 7 am to 2 pm
Ryser’s is the premiere stop for all of your home improvement and
landscaping needs. Ryser’s is family-owned and operated and has been
serving the community for more than 25 years. Ryser’s is a one-stop
shop for all of your outdoor living needs, and they provide the highest
quality and largest selection of landscape supplies and services to residential customers, property owners and trade professionals. Whether
you need a bag of topsoil or a complete renovation of your backyard,
porch or driveway, Ryser’s will make it a priority that your job gets done
properly and beyond your expectations.
Ryser’s is excited to announce that they are currently building a
10,000-square-foot retail store and showroom to showcase their impressive selection of “everything outdoors and then some.”
They will be adding additional lines of beautiful outdoor furniture,
umbrellas, outdoor kitchens, sun structures, as well as gifts, seasonal
items and home decor. They anticipate opening mid-summer and encourage you to keep a look out for the grand opening celebration.
Owner Marty, son Devin and wife Carol take great pride in their
business. They offer excellent customer service and prompt delivery of
materials. They encourage you to come by and see their extensive line
of products in stock. You will find masonry products including veneers,
used brick, travertine, pattern bluestone, bluestone/limestone treads,
flag stone, cement mixes, pavers and block. Bulk materials including
a large selection of decorative/driveway stones, boulders, moss rock, a
variety of mulches, topsoil, fill dirt, sand, firewood and ice melter. For
those who pride themselves on a green lawn, Ryser’s can help with that
too. You will find a large selection of seed, fertilizers and weed control.
If you are looking for that awe-inspiring yard, an outdoor kitchen,
a fireplace, pond or some accent lighting, Ryser’s is there to help you.
continued on page 52
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Trust your next remodeling project to the experts at

Global Home Improvement
Lifetime Remodeling Solutions with a Lifetime Labor Guarantee!

SHINGLE ROOFING
INFINITY WINDOWS FROM MARVIN

METAL ROOFING

RAINPRO GUTTERS

STONE & HARDIE SIDING

NJ LICENSE 13VH01194900

DISCOVER INFINITY FIBERGLASS WINDOWS & DOORS FROM MARVIN
• 8X Stronger Than Vinyl
• Narrow Frame is Ideal for Replacement Windows
• Low Expansion Contraction Prevents Seal Failure
• Non-porous and 100% Moisture Resistant
• LIFETIME MATERIAL & LABOR GUARANTEE
• Expert Installation with the option for Replacement Style
or Full Frame Window Installation Methods

10% OFF + 24 MONTHS OF 0% INTEREST FINANCING
ON ALL SPRING HOME REMODELING PROJECTS!
Subject to Credit Approval & Terms & Conditions. Cannot be combined with other offers, existing orders or special financing. Expires 6-15-21

Call 888-234-2929 • NO-HASSLE ESTIMATES • Globalhomeinc.com

SteveNson LLC

Roofing · Siding · Windows
Gutters · Doors · Patio Doors

732-299-1941
Steve Svenson - Owner

NJ-HIC #13VH10839000

35 Years in Business

Simplified Living LLC

833-777-1693
SimplifiedLivingUSA.com, email Meredith@simplifiedlivingusa.com
for a consultation
On Facebook.com/simplifiedlivingusa

Simplified Living LLC specializes in decluttering and home organization. Dedicated staff members work directly with customers on projects
such as decluttering rooms, getting ready to sell a home, moving into a new
home, unpacking from a move, and helping seniors organize their homes
and lives. Their mission is to help empower customers to find order and simplicity in their lives. They aspire to earn customers' trust and work with them
to achieve their goals – and to help them be self-sufficient into the future.
Simplified Living is currently offering a "Let's Get Started!" package:
$99 (three hours). With this package, a consultant will visit your location for
a three-hour session to declutter and organize a small room with you. By
the end of the session, you'll have a space you can be proud of and some
experience that you can use to start tackling the other areas in your home!
Simplified Living offers free consultations via phone and/or a short visit
to your location to discuss your project and goals, provide guidance on how
to approach the job, best practices to get it done, and a cost estimate to work
with you to get the work completed.

Ski Barn

795 Broad St. in Shrewsbury/732-945-3900
2990 Brunswick Pike, Route 1 North in
Lawrenceville/732-945-3900
846 Route 17 North in Paramus/201-445-9070
1308 Route 23 North in Wayne/973-256-8585
SkiBarn.com
Open Monday through Friday 10 am to 8 pm, Saturday 10 am
to 6 pm and Sunday 11 am to 5 pm (Paramus closed)
The name is Ski Barn, but it’s a lot more than winter gear. As the seasons
change, Ski Barn becomes your outdoor furniture, fire pit, grill and accessory
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Spring market is here
AND NOW IS THE TIME TO SELL!

Demand is high and inventory is low. We are an enthusiastic
and energetic team to get you to the closing table!

Call us today for a free price opinion
and valuable tips to get market ready!
Jennifer Jamin, REALTOR®
347-452-0305

Sherry Gross, REALTOR®
732-618-7599

jennifer.jamin@foxroach.com sherry.gross@foxroach.com
110 Avenue of Two Rivers · Rumson, NJ · 732-530-2800
©2020 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and
a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered
service marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or
guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation

retailer. You’ll find top quality USA-made and imported brands in cutting-edge styles you will not see anywhere else.
The knowledgeable and helpful sales staff is trained by the brand
representatives on the construction, quality and customization of the
brands, which makes choosing the best products for your needs easier.
Ski Barn’s primary focus is their customers, and they offer premium quality and unique selections with outstanding service.
They are members of the International Casual Furniture Association (ICFA).
Ski Barn also offers free at-home design consultation and free local delivery to the Jersey Shore with their own set-up crew.
“Come into one of our four convenient locations, and you’ll see
the difference right away!”

SteveNson LLC

732-299-1941
Facebook.com @SteveNsonllc
njcoach2@aol.com
NJ HIC #13VH10839000
Is your home ready for some renovation or repair? Then call SteveNson LLC, a general contractor specializing in exterior services. For
more than 34 years, SteveNson LLC has been delivering Monmouth
and Ocean counties high-quality workmanship on a big variety of
home projects including roofing, siding, windows, gutters, doors, patio doors and more. It doesn’t matter if it’s a big or small job; you will
get personal attention, skilled workers and awesome results using the
best materials.
They are fully licensed and insured for workman’s comp and liability. And SteveNson LLC is a family-owned and operated company
dedicated to treating you right.
“I strive to treat everyone like family and leave you feeling real
satisfaction. Plus, my prices are very fair and reasonable, so everyone
walks away happy when the project is done.”
Call today for your free estimate and visit them on Facebook to
see photos of their work. They are also happy to share their long list of
references.

WE HAVE EVERYTHING
YOU NEED TO TRANSFORM
YOUR OUTDOOR LIVING SPACE.
Mulch · Topsoil · Crushed Stone · Stones & Boulders · Flagging
Wallstone · Treads, Steps & Caps · Masonry Products
Pavers & Retaining Walls · Veneers · Edging · Tools
Lawn Products · Kitchens · Fire Elements · Ponds · Accent Lighting
Expert Help Available | Pick Up or Delivery
Split Truck Delivery - Get Two Materials Delivered!

Time to get your yard ready for spring with a fresh layer of mulch.

COMING SUMMER 2021
Ryser’s Brand New Showroom-featuring a full line
of outdoor living, gifts and home décor.
Be sure to follow us on Instagram and Facebook for our grand opening.

145 White Road · Little Silver, NJ 07739
732.741.8338 | RYSERSLANDSCAPESUPPLY.COM  

Vacation At Home This Summer! No Travel Necessary.
STARTING
FROM

STARTING
FROM

$

4,799

$

4,999

ABOVE & IN-GROUND POOLS • FIBERGLASS POOLS • HOT TUBS
OUTDOOR KITCHENS • CHEMICALS • POOL PARTS • TOYS
SERVICE • POOL TABLES & MUCH MORE!

0

CE NT RA L JER
Celebrating
Over

See store for
details

SE Y POOL S

YEARS

SCHEDULE YOUR POOL OPENING AND WEEKLY POOL SERVICE
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How to Boost Your
Home’s Curb Appeal
BY JOYCE VENEZIA SUSS

ake a walk this spring – out your
front door, to the front of your
house, and turn around. Pretend
you are a passerby and look carefully
at what you see. The term “curb appeal”
is often used when selling a home,
but it’s also an important attribute for
homeowners who take pride in their
dwellings. First impressions mean a lot
to visitors, so check this list to see if your
home could use some refreshing, modernizing or even just a pop of color.

Replace a Dingy Doormat

The doormat at your front door has
endured a winter of muddy boots, road
salt and more. Replace a tired, wornout mat with a fresh one. Be sure it is
weather-resistant and heavy enough to
not blow away during a storm. Look for
a non-slip backing, and buy a larger size
if you have a wide door.

Paint Your Front Door

If you have a builder-grade white or beige front door, paint it a distinctive color that enhances your home’s exterior. To get inspired, search
online for “front door colors” and be amazed! Once you find your perfect
color, ask for assistance at the paint or hardware store to find exterior door
paints that dry fairly quickly and are weather-resistant. For another punch
of color, paint your screen door in a contrasting shade.

Consider the Complete Entryway

Decorate Your Front Door

Clean up the Garden Beds

Door hardware is like jewelry for an entry door. Swap a basic round
doorknob with a fresh new style, perhaps even in a different finish. Door
knockers are also a fun touch for a plain door, or hang a door wreath that
suits your personal taste, such as a colorful floral, sophisticated eucalyptus spray or a metal monogram.

Update a Small, Boring Mailbox

Most letters are delivered into basic boxes mounted by front doors
or on a curbside pole. Modern mailboxes come in a wide range of styles,
colors and materials, and are typically made larger than in years past, to
hold all those home and garden magazines and catalogs!

Update Your House Numbers
With more packages and takeout orders arriving at homes, make life
easier for delivery people by replacing small, faded house numbers with
larger versions that can be seen clearly from the street. There are many styles
to choose from now, with a variety of fonts, sizes, materials and colors. Make
sure they are weatherproof if they will not be under a porch or overhang.
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Place potted plants on either side of the door – symmetry catches
the eye. Garden centers have a wide range of colors and styles, and don’t
skimp on the size, because larger containers make a dramatic statement.
Check if your porch furniture needs a good soapy scrubbing. If cushions
are faded and dingy, invest in replacement cushions.
Pull weeds, put down fresh mulch, and plant some annuals in bright
colors. Trim shrubs to remove scraggly overgrowth. If desired, edge your
beds with bricks or stones for a finished look.

Give Some TLC to Garage Doors

A faded, peeling garage door can be freshened with paint, perhaps
in a color that complements the front door. To add visual interest, home
improvement stores sell faux handles and hinges – even faux windows –
in vinyl and magnetic versions.

Add or Replace Lighting

Lights aren’t just for visual appeal but also safety. Clean porch and
coach lights to remove dirt and cobwebs. Replace burned-out bulbs, and
use the highest wattage allowed to brighten your front door and yard.
If you have only one small light, consider installing more light fixtures,
especially if the path to your doorway is dark.

Helping Hundreds of
Local Businesses Get
Back to What They Do
Best Every Month
As our local economy begins to
recover, the five magazines of The
Journal have become more important
than ever in helping our local
businesses reach more than 100,000
valuable local consumers monthly.

SUSTAINABLE CUSTOM DRAPES
ECO-FRIENDLY SHADES
MADE IN BELLEVILLE, NJ

PJ Hyduke delivering The Journal

Photo courtesy of Fair Haven resident Jenn Morris

Every month, The Journal magazines
are delivered free of charge to more
than 32,000 homes in communities
like Colts Neck, Rumson, Fair Haven,
Holmdel, Little Silver, Shrewsbury,
Red Bank, Sea Bright, Lincroft and
Middletown. In addition, more than
60,000 unique monthly readers
across Monmouth County access
the magazines online at
TheJournalNJ.com.

973-751-1545
WWW.KOPADRAPES.COM

Complimentary Design Consultation | We Measure And Install

NEW

!

Measure it!
VISIT

DirtandTurf.com

The magazines of The Journal are proud to:

FREE

Instant Quote

• Deliver hyperlocal stories, features, articles and content not
found anywhere else.

• Promote and showcase people, events and organizations making
a positive impact in our communities.
• Provide geographically targeted marketing in one or more towns
for our local businesses.
• Offer affordable advertising options during this reopening period.

DirtAndTurf.com
732.673.9061 | Expert@DirtAndTurf.com
Lawn Care Treatments · Lab Soil Testing · Core Aeration
Grass Seed · ORGANIC Insect Control - Mosquito/Tick & Flea

To advertise in The Journal magazines and help your
business bounce back, email thejournalnj@gmail.com
or call 732-859-4139.
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Mention The Journal
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Spring Garden Design Ideas
BY LORI DRAZ AND THE SHREWSBURY GARDEN CLUB

O

ne of the harvests of all the time spent at home in the past year
has been a return to the joys of gardening. Seed companies experienced record-breaking sales in 2020, and this year’s orders are
already showing that the trend is even more popular. Gardening is a great
family activity, a tremendous stress reliever, and a hobby full of pride and
tranquility. Membership in garden clubs and associations is growing, too,
as people share their new interests with seasoned snippers, so we turn
again to Rachel Weston and the wonderful members of the Shrewsbury
Garden Club (SGC) on how to start a new garden project this spring.
You don’t need a big space to get in on the fun nor do you need a lot
of tools and equipment. SGC members and garden center professionals
are happy to answer your questions about soil, preparation, plant selection and more.
“We advise getting a soil test done prior to planting,” Weston said.
“Order a mail-in kit from the Rutgers Cooperative Extension of Monmouth
County. People often needlessly over fertilize which leaks into our waterways. Soil test results show what nutrients, if any, are needed and gives
guidance on the best remedies.”

Vegetable Beds

A Jersey tomato – does it get any better? And the good news is
that growing tomatoes and other vegetables can be done directly in the
ground, in raised beds or containers. Just be sure to choose a location that
gets full sun for six to eight hours a day.
Many vegetables, such as tomatoes, peppers and eggplants, can
be started from seed indoors four to eight weeks prior to the last frost
date. Beans, radishes, leafy greens, squash and corn can be planted
directly outdoors. Choose your favorites, and consider adding some more
unusual options.
Don’t let a few warm days fool you into planting too early. A cold snap
can wipe out tender seedlings. Wait until day and night temps are in the
50s. Usually by mid-May, it is safe to plant most crops.
SGC member Nancy Schmaltz recommends that you have a convenient water source. “My favorite hose is from Water Right. It's slim, doesn't

Herb gardens should have a mixture of perennials and annuals,
so the gardener has a chance to experiment each year.
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kink, winds up easily and comes in
many colors. And they are free of bad
chemicals, so even people and pets can
safely enjoy a drink.”

Herb Gardens

The herb garden at the historic Allen House in Shrewsbury was designed by SGC members in 1974 and has been tended by them ever
since. Therese Blake notes this is a more formal design with a focus on
historically accurate plants that would most likely be found in a kitchen
garden, but yours can be filled with herbs for daily use.
Most herbs are native to the Mediterranean and other warm climate
areas where natural rain water is scarce. Rosemary, thyme, oregano, sage
and lavender all grow well in full sun and don’t require fertilization.
Try growing herbs that you use often like parsley, chives and
cilantro, and mix in a few sprigs of chervil, tarragon, dill, lovage and
borage to bring subtle flavors to dishes. Experiment with different herb
varieties like lime, Thai or cinnamon basils and mints that taste like
apple, chocolate or pineapple. Some herbs are hard to find at stores and
growing them is a must.
Some herbs make delicious medicinal teas. Consider adding chamomile, lemon balm, feverfew and lemon verbena.
A good herb garden design will have a mixture of perennials with
annuals planted every season that gives the gardener a chance to experiment each year.

Pollinator-Friendly Beds

Butterflies, bees, hummingbirds and other birds benefit from
plants specific to their needs. Some plants serve as hosts and others as
nectar plants; some fulfill both
roles. If you want to attract any
particular species, just plant
what they like and they will
quickly find your garden.
To attract the black swallowtail, New Jersey’s state butterfly,
try parsley, dill, fennel, rue and
Queen Anne’s Lace.
For Monarch butterflies, it’s
milkweed. Carey French, SGC
treasurer and owner of Dentro
Del Sol Nursery said, “This season, I’m offering five different
varieties of milkweed because it
is the only plant Monarch butterflies use to lay their eggs and eat
while in the caterpillar stage.”
Planting pollinators can attract butterflies,
The butterflies will then visit the
bees and hummingbirds.
flowers as a nectar source.
Nectar plant options are numerous. Seek out plants native to North
America. Butterflies are attracted to flat-topped or clustered red, yellow,

arriving peonies. Echinacea, rudbeckia and asters enter late
season, and perennial shrubs like hydrangeas, roses and lilacs
are outstanding.
Bulbs and tubers planted in the spring like lilies, dahlias
and gladiolas will be in full bloom mid- to late summer. Leave
some space for fall-planted bulbs such as tulips and daffodils
which will emerge early next spring.
Celosia, globe amaranth, statice and strawflower dry beautifully for everlasting bouquets. Many ornamental grasses have
interesting seed heads and foliage that make a nice addition to
fresh or dried bouquets.
Weed and water often, and keep cutting for even more
blooms. Be sure to deadhead, or remove spent flowers, to encourage new growth. Cut flowers in the cool mornings and put
stems into a bucket of water. Later, recut the stems and arrange
them for the vase.
Cutting gardens should feature beautiful blooms which can be cut and placed in vases,
such as cosmos, sunflowers, tulips and roses.

orange, pink and purple blossoms that are have short flower tubes. Asters, zinnias, echinacea and lantana are all good options. Hummingbirds
love tubular flowers in bright colors with red as a favorite. Cardinal flowers, salvia, penstemon and trumpet vine will attract hummers. Choose
single flowers instead of the showier double varieties.
Pledge to keep your garden pesticide-free. Insecticides are especially harmful to pollinators. For water, SGC Co-President Judy
Bonanno is adding a shallow butterfly basin to her yard this season because a bird bath is too deep for butterflies. Hummingbirds will visit a
fine mist sprayer.

Cutting Gardens

The color, fragrance and beauty of a vase of fresh cut flowers can
be yours for months, with a bit of planning. Most flowers benefit from
full sun or partial shade.
Plant colorful annuals including cosmos, zinnias, calendulas and
sunflowers for full vases from June through October. Many annual flowers benefit from pinching which is simply nipping away the top growth
to promote more side branching and a fuller, sturdier plant.
Perennial favorites for cut flowers are the heavenly scented, May-

Container Gardens

Any small space can be home to containers that offer endless options for setting a mood. It could be a traditional
urn, a rustic barrel or all kinds of terracotta, porcelain or lightweight
plastic pots. Bear in mind the smaller the pot, the more frequent it will
need to be watered.
Follow the tried and true design technique of “thriller, filler, spiller.”
Choose one plant that will be tall and provide interest and movement,
several of another plant to fill in most of the pot, and a trailing plant to
spill over the edge and trail dramatically. For example, a salvia with hot
pink blooms and purple stems as thriller, a filler of pink or purple petunias, and a spiller of a chartreuse sweet potato vine.
For a simpler scheme, plant a single flower type in each container. All coleus with variegated foliage or all one-color geranium, for
example. Or pull together a grouping of several different plants in the
same color group.
Greenery alone also makes a statement. Tropical elephant ears can
easily create a screen and a scene. Potted boxwoods in urns add a classic
touch when flanking an entry.
For information on the club, programs and membership, visit ShrewsburyGC.com. Follow on Facebook @TheShrewsburyGardenClub and Instagram @ShrewsburyGC, or email shrewsburygardenclub@gmail.com
with questions.

When planting container gardens, choose one plant that will be tall and
provide interest and movement, several of another plant to fill in most of
the pot, and a trailing plant to spill over the edge and trail dramatically.
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Give Your Home a Refresh with Staging
BY CLAUDIA M. GREENHUT | Photo courtesy of Andrea Rongo

W

ith spring’s arrival, the anticipation
of a new beginning is always something I have looked forward to. And,
this year more than ever, we could all use
one. I recently embarked on a journey to give
a few of the rooms in my home a little extra
attention. I wasn’t looking for a major overhaul, since most of these rooms are already
furnished. Rather, I was longing for that expert
touch that ties the various elements of a room
together in perfect harmony – rooms that look
lived in with properly proportioned furniture
and décor, coupled with pieces of art that look
as though they were created with that room
in mind. I was in search of complimentary
accents like fireplace tools and vases that enhanced the traditional stye of my home but
that would give it a modern and finished flair.
After a recommendation from a friend,
I hired Red Bank Design Center in Red Bank
who, in addition to interior design services,
also offers staging consulting for as low as
$125 an hour. Not only do you get expert advice from a designer, but you also get exclusive access to unique furniture distributors and galleries such as the Parlor
Gallery in Asbury Park. I’m at the beginning of this process, but it’s already
been a great learning experience. I discovered a few great local artists in
Monmouth County such as Alison Junda, whose work often features coastal New Jersey landscapes and Life Art Designs by Fanelle White and Lois
Elder, whose ink art is something I immediately fell in love with. Commissioning a piece of art from a local artist is a wonderful way to bring the
local flavor of your town into your home, support a local artist and feature
original art in your home.
I recently caught up with Andrea Rongo, owner of Savvy Staging, to
get her advice on the easiest and most affordable ways to give your home
a refresh and create balance. The following is a transcript of the interview:

What’s the biggest mistake you see clients make when decorating their homes?

Q

A

The biggest mistake that I see in homes is often too much furniture,
crowding the rooms and clutter in general. Or, in some cases, not
enough furniture. Decorating is a balancing act. Visual balance creates a
beautiful space.

What are some easy and affordable
Q
ways to change the look of your
home without having to buy all new
furniture?

A

The easiest and most affordable way to
change the look of a room is to paint. A
new paint color can change the whole look,
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and give a room a fresh, clean, new feeling. If you don’t need to paint,
I recommend changing accessories such as sofa pillows, area rugs, bedding, bathroom towels and shower curtains. Sometimes, an easy and inexpensive “wow factor” is wallpaper. Nowadays, there are peel-and-stick
versions that come in a multitude of patterns, styles and colors. Another
quick fix that I use often in homes that I’m decorating is adding greenery.
Greenery immediately softens the look of a room. If within your budget,
changing light fixtures also gives a new and fresh look.

What are some of the questions you ask your clients to get
Q
a sense of what they want to accomplish? What should
someone who wants to give their home a facelift be asking
themselves?

A

Arranging a consultation is always
the first step because every client has
specific and personal needs that will dictate how I can help them. And based on
what they might be trying to accomplish, I
can help and ask questions from that perspective. I don’t have specific questions
to ask; I have to address each client’s
needs individually.
Someone who is looking to give
their home a facelift should first look to
get ideas. Look for inspiration on sites like
Pinterest or Instagram, and follow decorators you might like. They need to be
inspired before they can create change.

NEW JERSEY’S PREMIER

ROOFING EXPERTS
Residential & Commercial

24/7

CUSTOMER
SUPPORT

A PROFESSIONAL FULL SERVICE

ROOFING COMPANY

Expertly Trained & Highly Skilled Crews

• Roof Maintenance & Repairs •
• Complete Roof Replacements •
• Standing Seam Metal Roofs •
• Tile Roofs •
• Decorative Metal Accents •
• Metal Dormers •
• Siding & Gutters •

520 Route 37 West, Suite 4
Toms River, NJ 08755

Monday–Saturday
8:00am–4:30pm
On Call Sundays

ASK CASSIE
Dear Cassie: I am in the process of going through a divorce. During
our marriage, I inherited a home from my mother. My husband and I then
moved into it and lived in it for several years. The house needed a lot of
work, so we spent a lot of time and money in re-constructing the home.
But since I inherited it, my husband has no claim to it, right? -K.F.
Dear K.F.: The short answer is – it depends.
Generally speaking, assets that are acquired by way of inheritance
are exempt from equitable distribution. If an asset is “exempt from equitable distribution,” the asset is not divided between the parties, but is
retained solely by the party who inherited the property. However, there
are exceptions to this general rule.
If marital funds were used to improve the value of an inherited
home, then the non-inheriting spouse can argue that he or she is entitled
to share in the appreciation in value of the home that resulted from those
improvements. Marital funds include marital savings. It also includes the
incomes either party earned during the marriage. However, marital funds
do not include other funds you inherited, such as savings accounts and
investment accounts.
To be able to evaluate whether improvements to the home increased
the value of the home, you would need to know what the value of the
home was before the improvements, and what the value of the home is
after the improvements. Generally speaking, appraisals are a good way to
ascertain those values. It is generally substantial capital improvements
that result in a change in value, rather than superficial modifications to a
home (such as purchasing a new refrigerator, for example).

Keep in mind that only increases in value to a home that result from
the active efforts of the parties during the marriage are distributable.
Therefore, any increase in the value of a home due solely to market conditions (i.e., a passive increase) is not includable.
In addition, it would be relevant to know whether there is a mortgage against the inherited home. If the monthly mortgage was paid with
marital funds during the marriage, then the non-inheriting spouse can
argue that he or she is entitled to equitable distribution of the portion
of the principal balance of the mortgage which was reduced during the
marriage.
If you are dealing with the issue of equitable distribution of a
home, whether it is exempt or not exempt, you should seek the advice of
matrimonial counsel.
Have a divorce and family law
question for Cassie? Submit your
question to admin@paonezaleski.
com for consideration in the next
edition of “Ask Cassie.”
Cassie Murphy is a divorce and
family law Partner with the Law
Offices of Paone, Zaleski & Murphy,
with offices in Red Bank and
Woodbridge.
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Havens
istoric

BY LORI DRAZ

T

The Parker Homestead-1665

his month, The Journal focuses on home improvement tasks. Most
readers who have tackled a remodeling project like adding a deck
or even simply repainting a room know that things can go from easy
to pretty complicated in a hurry. Now imagine if your project was the
complete restoration of a 13-room, 330-year-old historic treasure – with,
by the way, no funds to pay for any work. That’s what the Friends of the
Parker Homestead-1665 (PH1665) undertook beginning in 2013.
The Parker Homestead-1665 was occupied by the Parker family for
eight generations, starting in 1665, ending when Julia Parker gifted the
property to the Borough of Little Silver upon her passing in 1995 at age
95. It was only to be used for historic and educational purposes. The
Borough obtained a grant to repair the leaking roof and install a modern HVAC system. That grant money ran out quickly, and the house and
barns sat unused for years.
In late 2012, a not-for-profit organization, PH1665, was formed to
raise the money necessary for daunting tasks of restoration and to open
the property to the public. Keith Wells, president of The Parker Homestead-1665 also known as Friends of Parker Homestead-1665, kindly
shared a lot of the details of this massive undertaking.
“We discovered that the Monmouth County Historical Commission
awards small matching grants every year for historic property preservation,” he said. “We organized the necessary work into 10 annual projects. The first one covered the repair of the plaster walls and ceiling and
painting of the earliest rooms in the house: the kitchen, center hallway
and front parlor. In the kitchen, the 1667 walk-in fireplace, bricked over
in 1850, was opened up. In the front parlor, an attempt to repair the
ceiling resulted in the plaster collapsing, revealing the original 1740
hand-hewn beams. Plans were quickly changed to permanently expose
these beams. In December 2013, the Parker Homestead opened to the
public for the first time. We were on our way.”
Now, eight years later, nearly all the initial preservation projects
have been accomplished, including repairs to parts of the roof and the

Upstairs hall before and after renovation
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front porch. The Borough restored the three barns. Wells continued, “There
were a few unexpected detours, such as a bulge in a section of the 1740
stone foundation and termites in the kitchen floor. But even the termites
worked out well. Removing the modern floor revealed an original wideboard floor and even allowed for an archaeological dig in the dirt below
where coins and pottery from the early 1700s were found.
“Our current project is the restoration of a kitchen addition added to the
western end of the house in about 1850. As our projects went from room
to room, we quickly realized each room was added to the house at different
times by different generations of Parkers, resulting
in a different feeling for
each room. The earliest
room is Colonial; the front
parlor is from the Revolutionary War, rear parlor Victorian, etc. The kitchen is a
big, sunny room used as
a family gathering place.
Saved by the Parkers, we
have the original 1924 gas
The 1667 Parker House fireplace was covered in 1850 and
stove, a 1920s oak kitchen
reopened in 2014. Pictured above is the kitchen in 2021.
table and chairs, and boxes of early 20th century kitchen utensils. The plan is for a 1930s farm kitchen
feel. The floor will be covered in authentic 1930s pattern linoleum.”
The Friends of Parker Homestead-1665 thank the Monmouth County Historical Commission, the Borough of Little Silver and significant community donations. PH1665’s total cost so far exceeds $200,000. In 2021, the Office of the
Monmouth County Clerk awarded the group the prestigious M. Claire French
Award for Leadership in Historic Preservation. So what’s next for PH1665?
“Short-term plan [is] the restoration of the final room on the first floor of
the house, the farm office. We have the original oak roll top desk and boxes
of farm records dating back to the 1850s. We also hope to upgrade a large
room in one of the barns into a classroom or community meeting room. After that, maybe complete the remaining second-floor bedrooms which are
being used to store the Parker Library and Archives. The list goes on.”
Wells shared that the greatest lesson he learned is to dream big. Make
a plan and modify it as needed. It’s better to eliminate or postpone some
details than to not at least consider them. Unexpected events occur, such
as finding termites, but with some flexibility, maybe you can make it work
to your advantage. He concluded, “Count on your friends and community.
Some of our bleakest times were turned around by simply a kind word of
encouragement or a meaningful donation.”
The Parker Homestead is currently closed due to COVID-19 restrictions,
but you are welcome to walk the grounds and take pictures. To learn more,
get involved or donate, visit ParkerHomestead-1665.org or contact keithbwells@gmail.com.
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How to Personalize
the Place College
Students Call Home

BIG PROBLEM?

BY AMANDA DEFALCO

M

oving into a college dorm freshman year is a momentous occasion
for young adults. It symbolizes freedom and independence, and
to follow this new chapter is a new style. These students have the
opportunity to reinvite their vogue and create a new, fashionable home.
The first action to achieve an ornamental dream dorm would be to
generate a color palette. One option is beige and emerald green; this
color combination displays maturity and power. Additionally, it would
look amazing with gold accents and details. Another embellishing color
scheme would be an array of blues. Meanwhile, burnt orange, peach and
cream will radiate a room, while beloved baby pink, white, and gold will
enhance a classic feminine fashion. The unification of bright white and
sage green will convey a sense of brilliance that beams. A more masculine
approach would be neutral undertones or crisp, captivating shades like
soft black and steel blue.
The second measure is not necessary, but it will enhance a dorm's
heartwarming energy. Some exceptional themes would be Bohemian
with bright, warm tones and patterns. Another would be mid-century
modern, which balances organic shapes and natural materials. In comparison, shabby chic décor highlights cozy and soft, vintage inspirations.
Modern farmhouse anchors new and old industrial rustic, and French
country pieces channel relaxed elegance and warm affection. However, others may enjoy a familiar sentiment of home, so they incorporate
beach, city or country aspects.
The final stage in decorating your apartment or dorm is personalization. Supplement furniture pieces with polaroid pictures, LED lights, lots
of throw pillows, fairy string lights, photo collages, and aesthetic books.
Include a full-length mirror and a rug for the room's completion, but do
not make a white rug's mistake. Keep in mind that a minimalist kid may
settle for their school flag or an exuberant tapestry, while a maximalist
would relish a desk hutch or bed headboard. Lastly, a few helpful things
to remember would be a speaker, party games, a jewelry organizer, and
stationery desk supplies; be sure to factor in accessories.
Overall, be creative, aesthetic and artistic when decorating; this will
be the place where home is called.

THE NATION’S #1 TEAM IN DRAIN CLEANING
AND PLUMBING REPAIR SERVICE.

FULL COVID PRECAUTIONS TAKEN TO PROTECT
OUR VALUED CUSTOMERS AND TECHNICIANS!

25OFF
10%OFF
$

ANY SEWER,
PLUMBING OR
SEPTIC SERVICE*

ANY JOB
UNDER
$500*

Must present coupon. Not to be combined with other offers. Participating locations only.

Fast Emergency Service for Septic, Sewer, and Drain
Reasonable Cost To Clear Any Drain
No extra Charge For Nights/Weekends · Free Estimates

732-671-1838

ROTOROOTER-KKD.COM
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Port Monmouth Teen Juggles School,
Volunteer Work and Starting a Business
BY SHANNA O’MARA

A

s if high school isn’t difficult enough, try keeping up with your studies while also participating in athletics, maintaining a social life, volunteering in the community and starting a business. One local teen
is doing all this and more while staying grounded with his family by his
side. Meet Port Monmouth’s Yannis Gouzouassis.
Gouzouassis is a 17-year-old senior at Christian Brothers Academy. Athletic by nature, he grew up playing baseball, then left his mitt
behind to focus on wrestling, a sport he excelled at for nearly three years
before having to take some time off. He has remained an avid fisherman
throughout his life, getting his first experiences on the water with his dad.
The two fished for striped bass off Sandy Hook before his father passed
away six years ago. Now, Gouzouassis takes what he has learned from
his dad and applies it when he goes out on his fishing kayak. He launches from the Jersey Shore or from the west coast of Florida when he visits
his Godparents.
A true outdoorsman, Gouzouassis also spends his free time doing
yardwork; he enjoys it so much so that he has started making a living doing such. He said he worked for a landscaper for about a year and a half
while in high school. During quarantine, his interest sparked again, and
he began doing projects around his home, including building a fire pit,
laying a patio and walkway, and installing decorative stone around the
pool. He realized he wanted to start his own business and opened Yan’s
Landscape & Lawn Service this past summer.
“It definitely takes creativity and work ethic,” he said of landscaping.
“When I see a big project, I break it into pieces in my head. I try to figure
out how I can make it look good.”
Aside from looks, Gouzouassis also focuses on efficiency, as he did
in his own backyard when he installed a French drain to rid the foundation of excess water. This system, which relies on gravity to function, has
kept his home fully dry, something it had not been since Superstorm Sandy hit in 2012.
Yan’s Landscape & Lawn Service also specializes in mowing, snow
removal, fall/spring clean-ups, planting, mulching, patio and walkway
installation. Gouzouassis said he uses the same skills in drawing inspiration for a stone design or plant arrangement as he will when he pursues
engineering after high school. He plans to attend Brookdale Community
College next year to focus on his studies and pinpoint what he wants to
do in the future. For now, he is staying busy with landscaping and staying
connected to the community. Through his business, Gouzouassis decorated Saint Mary, Mother of God Church in Middletown this past Christmas.
He, younger sister Caroline and mom Nicole have been involved

with the church for years. When Yannis was younger, he participated in
Edge, a Catholic middle school youth ministry program. Through the program, he performed community service and took part in retreats which allowed him to grow his faith. He continued on this path after middle school
and now helps run the program, focusing on praise and worship. He is
also now part of Life Teen, the high school equivalent of Edge. Always looking for ways to get involved and lend a helping hand, Gouzouassis has
packed lunches for local homeless shelters and refereed hockey games at
Saint Mary, Nicole said.
“He’s very strong and strong-willed,” she said. “Any obstacle that
comes up, he gets through it. He has great work ethic, and I think he
learned that from my husband.”
With his work ethic and determination to make a
difference
in this chaotic world, it’s hard to imagine anyThree things to know about Yannis Gouzouassis:
thing slowing Gouzouassis down.
1. He said his biggest achievements so far are starting his own comFor more information about Gouzouassis and his
pany at such a young age and his success on the wrestling mat.
business, visit Facebook.com/YansLandscape or call
2. He enjoys playing paintball.
732-289-5163.
3. His family has a Golden Retriever named Sadie.
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COOLING • HEATING • PLUMBING • ELECTRICAL

This Deal Ends 4/30/21

Limit one system per oﬀer. Promotion expires 04/30/21. Oﬀer includes tune-up of one (1)
air conditioning system. Cannot be combined with any other oﬀer. Service subject to
availability. Plan members excluded. Residential only. Refrigerant only added if needed. No
Breakdown Guarantee: If your A/C breaks down for any reason during this season after our
tune-up, we’ll refund the cost of the service or credit it towards the cost of our next visit.
Residential only.

Now 24/7 Service in Monmouth & Ocean Counties!
NEED A NEW SYSTEM?
RECEIVE UP TO

1800 BACK

$

ON A NEW COOLING & HEATING SYSTEM
GOLD MEDAL | EXPIRES 5/15/21
Discount applies towards purchases of Elite®
Series and Lennox Signature Collection Systems
only. Excludes boilers. Oﬀer Valid until 4/30/21.
Oﬀer subject to change or elimination based
on manufacturer participation. Cannot be
combined with any other oﬀer.

PURCHASE YOUR NEW SYSTEM TODAY

& INSTALL AS SOON AS

TOMORROW!
GOLD MEDAL | EXPIRES 5/15/21

Oﬀer does not apply in the event of delays due to customer,
electrical hook-up, inclement weather, product availability
or property accessibility. Substantial completion of installation
does not include permitting or inspection requirements.
Limit one per household, multi-system replacement does
not apply. Oﬀer subject to availability.

GoldMedalService.com I (732) 250-0008
© By Gold Medal Service. All Rights Reserved. NJ Plumbing License #12777, NJ Electrical License #18342, NJ HVAC License #1694

WORLDWIDE WHOLESALE FLOOR COVERINGS
From Design to Installation,
Family Business Offers Endless Options
BY SHANNA O’MARA

I

n the past year, many homes have transformed to double as offices,
schools, playgrounds and, most importantly, safe havens. Home is
where people are productive yet comfortable, can enjoy quiet yet be
connected. With so many people at home and using these previously intimate spaces for a wide range of activities, home improvement projects
have jumped to the top of many to-do lists. From replacing windows and
cabinetry to updating flooring and countertops, Worldwide Wholesale
Floor Coverings has it all. With four locations across New Jersey, customers
can find all the products they need and even the guidance to get started.
Worldwide Wholesale Floor Coverings is a family-owned and operated business. Alan Braunstein opened the first shop in Edison 30 years ago
and was soon joined by his son and daughter.
“Right after college, my brother and I came to work here,” said Lori
Vaynstein, owner/designer showroom manager. “My whole family is really hands-on with this. My father is the CEO; my brother, Darren, is the
COO; my mother, Barbara, is the customer service manager; my husband
is a store manager; and my sister-in-law is the director of kitchen and bath.
We bring different strengths but all take customer service very seriously.”
Customers feel welcomed into the store as they are invited to browse
the vast selection of wood flooring, ceramic tile, natural stone, vinyl, laminate, area rugs, runners, cabinets, countertops and windows. Always on
hand to help enhance the shopping experience are experienced and friendly staff members, many of whom have been with the company for decades.
“We have an incredible sales force,” Vaynstein said. “A lot of people
have been with us for 20-plus years. They’re an extended part of our family. When customers come in and need guidance, we’re there for them.
People come in with things tagged on Pinterest. They know how they want
a room to feel, and we help them pull it together. I think that adds an
element to the experience that other stores just don’t have. We have designers in all of our stores ready to help.”
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Customers can work with an interior design expert to choose paint
colors and Hunter Douglas window treatments. They have their choice
of premium carpet, hardwood, and custom area rugs from top designer
brands like Karastan, Stanton, Stark Studio Rugs, Couristan, Masland,
Nourison, Prestige Mills, Rosecore and Fabrica.
Worldwide Wholesale Floor Coverings is a one-stop shop, now with
endless kitchen and bath products designed to truly upgrade the whole
home. The Kitchen and Bath Studio offers high-quality cabinetry and
vanities from the best manufacturers in the industry, including Cuisine
Ideale, Wellsford Custom Cabinetry, Fieldstone Cabinetry, Urban Effects,
Waypoint Cabinetry, Mantra USA and Fairmont. Shower enclosures and
hardware are hand-selected from the likes of Glasscrafter Shower Doors,
Atlas Hardware and Top Knobs.
Worldwide Wholesale Floor Coverings even offers flawless installation by master craftsmen on staff. The store has four locations: 1055 Route
1 South in Edison, 2750 Route 1 North in Lawrenceville, 410 Route 46 East
in Fairfield and 3825 Route 9 in Old Bridge.
“The Shoppes at Old Bridge location is our newest,” Vaynstein said.
“We opened that store in middle of the pandemic. It has a smaller footprint
and features gorgeous displays. It’s easy to shop, with a beautiful kitchen
cabinet vignette. There are no manufacture displays. It was really my brother’s concept, to create a flooring store like no one has ever been to. It’s soup
to nuts – flooring, cabinets, countertops – we do the whole project.”
Each store is large and allows for social distancing while inside. Staff
members complete a health screening each day as management follows
COVID-19 protocols to keep employees and visitors safe. Masks are required indoors, and hand sanitizer is available throughout each location.
Design consultations are available by appointment online. To learn more,
visit WorldwideFloors.com or call 1-888-WORLD40 to speak with a friendly and knowledgeable customer service representative.

