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 July 2 through 6, the Atlantic Highlands Fire Department invites every-
one to enjoy five big nights of fun, food and fireworks! They have all your food 
court favorites including delicious delights from local vendors. Rides, rides and 
more rides, with wristband nights every night except fireworks night, plus live 
music every night and a dazzling fireworks show on Friday, July 5 (rain date 
Saturday, July 6). Proceeds from the Atlantic Highlands Fireman’s Fair support 
the lifesaving work of the Atlantic Highlands Fire Department. Come out and 
enjoy the Fourth of July weekend in fun and friendly Atlantic Highlands.
 Shuttle bus service and additional parking on fireworks night avail-
able at St. Agnes Church, Center Avenue; Fireman’s Field, Avenue C & W and 
Highland Avenue; and Masonic Lodge, E. Garfield Avenue.

 When you think of a landmark, few places can compare to Bahrs 
Landing, celebrating 102 years as the seafood stop on the shore. Bahrs is a 
year-round tradition and a must-stop every summer. Its bright red sign, just 
under the Highlands-Sea Bright Bridge, is a sight few have or can miss. Eat 
indoors or outside on the deck, inches away from the boats. There’s dock 
and dine, a take-out menu, choices for landlubbers, a happy tiki bar, live 
entertainment, even a gift shop. Bahrs is famous for its chowder, lobsters, 

clams, fresh shucked oysters and steamers, served with an ice cold beer. Its 
traditional seafood, friendly staff and dependable menu have made Bahrs 
Landing a multi-generational favorite for years. And don’t forget the big 
Oktoberfest in September and October with authentic German food! It just 
isn’t summer without Bahrs, so cozy up to a refreshing cocktail, super-fresh 
seafood, and see history come to life at Bahrs Landing!

 The real spirit of the Jersey Shore awaits you at the Channel Marker 
Café. The casual, friendly and delicious locale is right on the channel, be-
hind the Ocean Beach Marina. The restaurant owners made a lot of changes 
to bring you more of what you love. Executive Chef Mark Longo promises 
many new exciting menu surprises in addition to all your favorites like the 
freshest fish in the area, beautiful salads and the best fish and chips this 
side of Boston. There’s a refreshed décor and even a raw bar. It’s open again 
for breakfast, lunch and dinner, seven days a week. Enjoy one of the most 
scenic locations and the most gorgeous sunsets in the area. Dine indoors, 
outdoors on the wrap-around deck, even on your boat. The Channel Marker 
has plenty of choices for kids, dock and dine, daily specials, and live singing 
by Joey B. every Sunday. 
 You can have a quick bite to go, savor a seafood lunch or dinner, try out 
their signature burgers, with a special blend of beef ground exclusively for 
them, share some tasty appetizers and relax. The Channel Marker Café can 
even host your next party of up to 100, and your guests will never forget the 
easy, breezy waterfront fun. 
 You will love the food, the boats, the view and lots more. You bring the 
bottle, and they’ll supply the buckets along with plenty of smiles!

BY LORI DRAZ

 Summer is here at the Jersey Shore. 
There is a reason this magnificent area is 
known all over the country as a recreation 
hotspot. Nobody does fun like we do. Dining, 
theater, thrills, relaxing, sports, surf, dancing 
– you name it, we do it – Jersey Shore style! 
We present our Arts, Entertainment & Dining 
Guide to give you a sample of the many 
wonderful ways to celebrate a summer day 
and night. Get out and enjoy!

Atlantic Highlands 
Fire Department Fair
In the Atlantic Highlands municipal harbor
732-291-1444, ext. 3605

Bahrs Landing
2 Bay Ave., at the foot of the Highlands
732-872-1245
BahrsLandingNJ.com
Open seven days a week. Monday through Thursday, 
11:30 am to 9 pm; Friday and Saturday, 11:30 am to 10 pm, bar until 
1 am; Sunday, 11:30 am to 8 pm, bar until 10 pm. Outside dining 
through part of October, Monday through Thursday noon to 9:30 pm; 
Friday and Saturday from noon to 10:30 pm, Tiki Bar until midnight; 
Sunday from noon to 9 pm, Tiki Bar until 11 pm.

WATERFRONT DINING  
& TIKI BAR 

Serving Lunch & Dinner

732-872-1245 •  BAHRS.COM 
2 Bay Avenue • Highlands, NJ

HIGHLANDS, NEW JERSEY 

SERVING LOCAL CATCH SINCE 1917 

The Channel Marker Café 
3245 Route 35 South at the Ocean Beach Marina in Lavallette
732-793-7559 
ChannelMarkerCafe.com
Open 8 am to 10 pm, seven days a week

Book Your Special Event Now! 
Parties from 20-100 People

Let our breathtaking backdrop and friendly staff make your party one you’ll 
never forget. We’ll help you with every detail, you just send out the invitations!

Open for Dinner on Friday
(4:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.) 

Open for Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner on Saturday & Sunday 
(Saturday 8:00 a.m. – 10:00 p.m.  Sunday 8:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.) 

Make Your Reservation Today!
732-793-7559

3245 Route 35 S • Lavallette, NJ   �

For parties contact:  
Deb 609-306-8403  

ChannelMarkerCafe@gmail.com

gift cards Available

NOW OPEN 
FOR THE SEASON!Ship Ahoy!Ship Ahoy!
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continued on page 34

Check out this month’s special section for places to go, 
things to do and dining.

2019

Arts,

Dining
GUIDE&

Entertainment,

JOURNALThe

Arts, Entertainment, & Dining GUIDE

















Arts, Entertainment, & Dining GUIDE40     JUNE 2019  |   TheJournalNJ.com

Catholic Charities 
to Host Spring into 

Summer Fundraiser 
 

The Monmouth County Board of Catholic Charities, Diocese of Trenton, 
announced they will host Spring into Summer, an event that will raise 
funds to benefit hundreds of individuals and families throughout 

Monmouth County. Spring into Summer will take place Thursday, June 20 
from 7 to 11 pm at the Spring Lake Bath & Tennis Club in Spring Lake.
  Spring into Summer will feature music by the iconic Jersey Shore 
band Brian Kirk & The Jerks. Guests will enjoy cocktails, dinner, dancing, an 
auction featuring an array of unique items and a mega 50/50 raffle. Tickets 
to Spring into Summer are $150 per person and can be purchased online 
at one.bidpal.net/sis/welcome or by calling Jennifer Leip at 609-394-5181 
ext. 1137.  Attire is nautical casual; no jackets required.
  Monmouth County Board of Catholic Charities Chair Anthony Tam-
burri said, “We have helped hundreds of residents throughout Monmouth 
County obtain the support and assistance they need to restore hope and 
move their lives forward. Our programs are inclusive, regardless of faith 
background, and events such as Spring into Summer enable us to offer 
these much-needed services and programs.”
  Catholic Charities of Monmouth County offers several programs that 
provide assistance to individuals, children and families, to victims of natu-
ral disasters and to those with mental illness and substance abuse.
   Event sponsorships are still available. For information or to be a 
sponsor, contact Tamburri at aptamburri@gmail.com or Damian Sylvia at 
damian@myfinancialsolution.org.

“Feeding people is a privilege and a trusted relationship with your customer. 
It requires vigilance to maintain that trust, and hard work. It’s also incredibly 
rewarding,” said Caryn McCann, co-owner of prepared food market Bren-

nan’s Delicatessen.
 With locations at 44 West River Rd. in Rumson, 70 Monmouth Rd. in Oakhurst 
and the newest spot at 212 Highway 35 in Middletown, the food market and ca-
tering company has become a popular community gathering spot and destination 
delicatessen in Monmouth County.
 The original market, established in September 1994 in Rumson, was fashioned 
after the New York delicatessens the owners grew up with. McCann explained, 
 “They were the original ‘food emporiums’ with their meats, salads, selection 
of breads, baked goods, specialty items and always great sandwiches. ‘Delicatessen’ 
didn’t mean sub shop. They were fresh food purveyors, often reflective of the commu-
nities’ heritage, sharing recipes and dishes they had grown up with – comfort food.”
 Brennan’s brought that experience to New Jersey, delighting people with deli-
cious food and a welcoming, casual hospitality. Regular customers and seasonal vaca-
tioners have made Brennan’s the go-to spot for high quality food and signature dishes 
ranking the eateries among the Jersey Shore’s top delicatessen and catering facilities. 
 The owners say their main focus is in on quality, value and hospitality. As a food 
market and catering company, they pride themselves on the depth of talent in their 
chefs, the longevity of staff, and Brennan’s commitment to consistency and freshness.
 The newest Middletown location has quickly become a popular spot. McCann 
said, “The house and property spoke to us, and although it’s on the highway, the 
setting provided the opportunity to be nestled in the neighborhood. We hope to be 
a warm and welcoming gathering place for the community.”

THE COMMUNITY YMCA
170 Patterson Avenue
Shrewsbury, NJ 07702

P: 732.671.5505 
information@cymca.org 

SIGN UP FOR SUMMER FUN! 

TheCommunityYMCA.org 
519-4731-ADMIN

HAPPENS AT THE Y!
THE BEST SUMMER EVER 

> Enriching Fun           > Flexible Hours    > Specialty Camps

> Wall
> Red Bank
> Matawan

BRENNAN’S DELICATESSEN
A Commitment to Catering and the Community

BY DEIRDRE FLANAGAN WARD

 And so far they’ve been flattered and delighted by the warm wel-
come they’ve received. “Some customers even thanked us for coming to 
town. We’re grateful to be here,” McCann said.
 Customers can look forward to some welcome additions in the next 
few months. Brennan’s will be opening the patio in Middletown with sea-
sonal outdoor seating.
 McCann said, “We hope also to have some fun with that area offer-
ing perhaps an occasional barbecue, pastry and coffee … We’ll see how 
people use it and what it suggests.”
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The weather may 
have dampened the 
May 4 and 5 week-

end, but the crowds of 
curious spectators still 
came out for the annual 
Weekend in Old Mon-
mouth.
 This year’s event list-
ed 50 different properties 
opened for tours with no 
admission fees. This year, 
the event welcomed five 
new sites including the 
Squan Village Historical 
Society, Manasquan; the 
Allentown Presbyterian 
Church, Allentown; Old 
Brick Reformed Church, 
Marlboro; St. Peter’s Epis-
copal Church, Freehold; 
and the T. Thomas For-
tune Cultural Center, Red 
Bank.
 In fact, the T. Thomas Fortune Cultural 
Center was featured on the cover of the free in-
formative booklets that were available at each 
location. The book organized the attractions in 
easy-to-follow tours in geographic regions of 
the country, making it easy to visit more than 
one destination in a day.
 Monmouth County has a rich histo-
ry that goes back to the original settlers, 
and weekends like these remind us what 
a great role our county has played in the evolution of the 
United States. 

Weekend in 
Old Monmouth

BY LORI DRAZ

Check Online For 
Specials & Coupons!

IchibanHolmdel.com 732.671.0888

Available for  
Lunch & Dinner!

Lounge & Japanese Fusion Cuisine

Hibachi ∙ Sushi Bar ∙ Table Service ∙ We Serve Gloria California Wines

ORDER ONLINE CALL FOR RESERVATIONS

Valid Sunday–Thursday Only. Not valid on holidays.  
Not valid with other offers. Must present this coupon.�

ICHIBAN HOLMDEL 
DINE-IN ONLY 
Exp. 07/15/19  10% OFF
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The weather is finally warming up, the days are nice and long, and the 2019 
racing season at Monmouth Park Racetrack has begun.
 Hello again everyone, I’m Brian Skirka, marketing manager at Monmouth 

Park Racetrack.
 With our season off and running, I thought I’d take you all through the end-
less entertainment possibilities Monmouth Park has to offer.  Over are the days 
where all we had was horse racing.  
 Monmouth Park is now a seven-day-a-week, 12-month-a-year facility.  And 
during the span of 10 hours during the live racing season (May through Octo-
ber), you and your family can experience an entire vacation worth of excitement.
 Here’s what a summer day can look like at beautiful Monmouth Park Racetrack:

11 am – Arrive.  The crowd files in as a buzz of excitement fills the air.
11:30 am – Grab lunch at Max’s Famous Hot Dogs. Those internal butterflies of 
anticipation resulted in you skipping breakfast this morning. So it’s an early hot 
dog with cheese fries to start the day.
12 pm – Check out the free Family Fun Day activities (Sundays only). Fresh off scarf-
ing down that hot dog and fries, the kids need an outlet. Every Sunday, plus select 
event days Memorial Day to Labor Day, is free Family Fun Day at Monmouth Park 
with clowns, face painters, pony rides and a bounce house.

12:50 pm – Race #1. The horses are in the gate for the day’s first race. 
The crowd pours out onto the front apron to cheer on their favorite.  
12:51 pm – “OMG, my horse is winning! Come on!”
12:52 pm – “I won!”
12:55 pm – Go to a teller to cash your first winning bet of the day.
12:55 pm and 30 seconds – Kids: “Can we get ice cream?”
1 pm – Check out the day’s festival or bands. While putting off/ignor-
ing the kids’ ice cream request, you can walk to see what festival is 
taking place – or which band is rocking the stage. A full event schedule 
is posted at MonmouthPark.com. This summer, Monmouth Park is 
home to the Jersey Shore’s biggest events including the June 22 to 23 
Wine & Chocolate Festival, the July 13 to 14 Surf & Turf Seafood Festi-
val, and the Aug. 31 to Sept. 2 Boar’s Head BBQ & Craft Beer Festival.
2 pm – Stop in the sportsbook. Located on the first floor the Grand-
stand, the Monmouth Park Sportsbook by William Hill is the Jersey 
Shore’s best bet to watch and wager on all the big games. We have 
more than 100 HDTVs, including a 75-foot video wall. Wager on any-
thing from the night’s baseball game to who will win next year’s pro 
football championship game.
2:30 pm – Ice cream! You put it off long enough, but the troops want 
ice cream. Luckily, the Stollo’s Lighthouse Italian Ice stand is right next 
to the sportsbook on the first floor of the Grandstand. 
3 pm – Time for another winner. With ice cream in hand, it’s back to 
watch another race. 
3:02 pm – Another winner! Man, you’re hot!
3:30 pm – A round at Bluegrass Mini Golf. Hopped up on rainbow 
sprinkles, the kids need another outlet. Thankfully, right outside the 
entrance to Monmouth Park’s picnic area is Bluegrass Mini Golf. Play 
one of our two 18-hole courses.
4:30 pm – More races. With your hot streak still intact, there are two or 
three more races to go. Finish strong!
5:30 pm – Goodnight kids. A friend offers to take the little ones home 
so you can enjoy your evening.
6 pm – Head to the Beer Garden at Blu Grotto. Located right next to 
Bluegrass Mini Golf, Blu Grotto Ristorante is the prime spot for an up-
scale, after-the-races dinner. Enjoy everything from pastas to seafood 
to steaks. But Blu Grotto is also home to a beer garden. With more than 
20 beers on tap, a casual dining menu and live music from 5:30 to 
9:30 pm every Wednesday to Sunday, the Beer Garden at Blu Grotto is 
the Jersey Shore’s hidden gem.
8 pm – Still having fun.
9 pm – Still having fun.
2 am – Asleep. Dreaming about doing it all over again!
 At Monmouth Park Racetrack, we’re off and running. Check out 
the new MonmouthPark.com for our racing schedule and a complete 
list of events, or like us on Facebook.
 We’ll see you soon!
  

MONMOUTH PARK: 
We’re Off and Running
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Summer months are the ideal time to take in the tastes, sounds and 
excitement Monmouth County has to offer. From activities along the 
Jersey Shore to county fairs and outdoor music jams, there’s some-

thing for everyone! So mark your calendar to come out and play – celebrate 
summer the Monmouth County way.

Ocean Grove Giant Craft Show
Saturday, June 15, 9 am to 4 pm (rain or shine)
Ocean Pathway at Ocean Avenue (by the beach)
Ocean Grove
 The Giant Craft Show features nearly 300 craft vendors offering high 
quality, unique, handcrafted items including apparel, jewelry, home décor 
and much more.

Wine & Chocolate Festival Day
Saturday, June 22 and Sunday, June 23, 8 am to 5 pm
Monmouth Park
175 Oceanport Ave., Oceanport
 Wine & Chocolate Festival Day provides fun for the whole family all 
weekend long and provides the attendees with the opportunity to enjoy 
wine sampling outside in the festival area and then indulge in decadent 
chocolate and desserts.

Long Branch OceanFest
Thursday, July 4, 10 am to 10 pm (rain or shine)
Fireworks begin at 9 pm
The Oceanfront Promenade
228 Broadway, Long Branch 
 OceanFest at Long Branch will turn New Jersey’s favorite 
promenade into an explosive Fourth of July. From morning till 
night, Long Branch will host live entertainment, music, delicious 
festival foods, craft vendors and summer activities including a 
master sand-sculpting exhibition not to be missed. The event 
culminates with the longest and largest fireworks display. A great 
way to celebrate the Fourth of July by the beach!

Asbury Park Bazaars and Pop Up Markets
Saturday, July 20 and Sunday, July 21, noon to 6 pm
The Grand Arcade of Convention Hall
1300 Ocean Ave., Asbury Park 
 The Asbury Park Bazaar is a seasonal market where art, 
handmade, local goods and live music converge in the Grand 
Arcade of Convention Hall in Asbury Park, a unique shopping, 

dining and music destination on the Jersey Shore. The event features local 
and regional vendors selling handmade jewelry, vintage, home goods, nat-
ural products, foodstuffs and more. 

Monmouth County Fair
Wednesday, July 24 through Sunday, July 28
East Freehold Showgrounds
1500 Kozloski Rd., Freehold
 Come out for a day of fun and enjoy this traditional county fair. The 
popular event will include a home and garden competition, live music, 
rides and much more. Hours are Wednesday through Friday from 5 to 11 
pm; Saturday from 3 to 11 pm; and Sunday from 11 am to 6 pm.

Highlands Clam Festival
Thursday, Aug. 1 through Sunday, Aug. 4 (rain or shine)
Huddy Park
301 Shore Dr., Highlands 
 The annual Clam Festival will feature succulent seafood, HFD BBQ tent, 
novelty food, beer, wine and sangria garden, live entertainment, specialty 
vendors, thrill rides, games and more. Hours are Thursday, 6 pm to 10 pm; 
Friday, 6 pm to 11 pm; Saturday, noon to 11 pm; and Sunday, noon to 8 pm.

Red Bank Aweless Charity Music Festival
Saturday, Aug. 10, 1 pm to 8 pm
Riverside Gardens Park
84 West Front St., Red Bank 
 The annual Charity Music Festival hosted in Red Bank supports local 
charities and artists. Come out for a day of good music and a way to give back!

Fairs, Festivals and Summer Fun
Fairs, Festivals and Summer Fun 

in Monmouth County
COMPILED BY DEIRDRE FLANAGAN WARD

Monmouth County Fair

Highlands Clam Festival




